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Manafort 
flights 
suggest 
deep links 
to Kremlin 


BY PETER STONE 
AND GREG GORDON 


ggordon@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Paul Manafort, a former 
campaign manager for Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, took at 
least 18 trips to Moscow and 
was in frequent contact with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s allies 
for nearly a 
decade as a 
consultant in 
Russia and 
Ukraine for 
oligarchs and 
pro-Kremlin 


Paul parties. 
Manafort Even after 
the February 


2014 fall of Ukraine’s pro- 
Moscow President Viktor 
Yanukovych, who won office 
with the help of a 
Manafort-engineered image 
makeover, the American 
consultant flew to Kiev anoth- 
er 19 times over the next 20 
months while working for the 
smaller, pro-Russian Opposi- 
tion Bloc party. Manafort 
went so far as to suggest the 
party take an anti-NATO 
stance, an Oppo Bloc archi- 
tect has said. A key ally of 
that party leader, oligarch 
Viktor Medvedchuk, was 
identified by an earlier Ukrai- 
nian president as a former 
Russian intelligence agent, 
“100 percent.” 

It was this background that 
Manafort brought to Trump’s 
presidential campaign, which 
he joined in early 2016 and 
soon led. His web of connec- 
tions to Russia-loyal poten- 
tates is now a focus of federal 
investigators. 

Manafort’s flight records in 
and out of Ukraine, which 
McClatchy obtained from a 
government source in Kiev, 
and interviews with more 
than a dozen people familiar 
with his activities, including 
current and former govern- 
ment officials, suggest the 
links between Trump’s form- 
er campaign manager and 
Russia sympathizers run 
deeper than previously 
thought. 


SEE MANAFORT, 15A 
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Michael Flynn's split from Trump may 
signal cooperation on Russia probe. 4A 


The Sacramento Bee 
can help with your 
holiday gift list 


Since you #readlocal, we 
thought yov’d like to #shop- 
local, too. We’re celebrating 
the holidays by supporting 
local small businesses across 
the country with shoptren- 
ding.com. It’s easy to find 
local favorites with shop- 
trending.com, for example, 
Idaho spud candy, Sonoma 
cheeses and chocolates, Kan- 
sas City prime rib, Kentucky 
bourbon barrel heads, North 
Carolina and Texas barbecue 
and Florida honey. Thanks 
for supporting local small 
businesses. 


Blast may pinpoint 
missing submarine 


Argentine vessel’s 


last known spot 


was near site of recorded ‘event’ 


BY DANIEL POLITI 
AND ERNESTO LONDONO 


New York Times 


MAR DEL PLATA, ARGENTINA 
or more than a week, as 
the days passed with 
little news, relatives of 
44 sailors aboard an 

Argentine navy submarine that 

went missing on Nov. 15 hoped 

for a miracle. 


On Thursday morning came 
the crushing news: An explosion 
had been recorded deep in the 
Atlantic Ocean near where the 
submarine was traveling, only a 
few hours after the vessel’s last 
communication. Some relatives 
fainted. Some screamed at the 
naval officers. Others sobbed 
loudly. 

There was also anger. Fam- 
ilies said the navy had mis- 


managed the situation by wait- 
ing to start a full-scale search 
and by dangling reports of pos- 
sible satellite phone calls from 
the ship, which turned out to be 
false. Perhaps worst of all, they 
said, Argentina had let its mil- 
itary degrade to the point of 
recklessness. 

“For 15 years, the navy has 
been neglected,” said Itati Le- 
guizamon, the wife of German 
Oscar Suarez, a radar operator 
on the vessel. 

As if to add insult to injury, 
the explosion came to light only 
after analysts from the U.S. 


government and an internation- 
al nuclear weapons monitor 
detected it and told the Argen- 
tines. Vessels from the United 
States, Britain, Brazil and Chile 
have been combing the seas as 
part of the search; the Argentine 
navy’s four P3-B maritime pa- 
trol aircraft have been grounded 
and unavailable for deployment, 
according to Jane’s Research. 

While the navy did not for- 
mally given up hope of finding 
the crew, relatives began re- 
ferring to their loved ones in the 
past tense. If the sailors per- 
ished, it would be the deadliest 
submarine catastrophe since the 
sinking of the Kursk - a Russian 
vessel brought down by a mis- 
fired weapon in 2000 - and the 
Argentine military’s largest loss 
of life since the Falklands War 
of 1982. 

The disappearance and likely 
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PAUL KITAGAKI JR. pkitagaki@sacbee.com 


A WELL-BALANCED MEAL AT ‘RUN TO FEED THE HUNGRY’ 


Hillary Sunada, participating in her 10th race, adjusts her turkey headpiece Thursday during the “Run to Feed the Hungry.” More than 
29,000 people participated in the morning 10K run and 5K run-and-walk that supports the Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services. An 
estimated $950,000 was raised this year. Mild temperatures were said to be ideal for runners as they passed along the East Sacramento 
route, cheered on from residents’ porches. Participants said it was a good way to burn calories in anticipation of a big meal later in the 
day. Organizers say the turnout was a record for the event that began in 1994, when 796 people turned out. 1B 


Many say Black Friday has lost 
its thrill as day of big bargains 


BY ABHA BHATTARAI 
Washington Post 


David McCombs has spent 
the past 10 Thanksgivings 
camped out in a Best Buy park- 
ing lot in central Alabama. 

Each year, he and a rotating 
crew of friends have shown up 
days - sometimes a week - in 
advance and set up tents, 
couches and folding chairs to 
wait for the official start of the 
holiday shopping season. They 
played lacrosse, organized bas- 
ketball tournaments and 
watched movies that they pro- 


jected onto the side of the build- 


ing. At night, they slept in sleep- 
ing bags and hammocks as they 


KATHERINE FREY Washington Post 


Antonio Barrera is a happy shopper after buying seven pillows and a 
couple of children’s jackets Thursday at JC Penney in Hyattsville, Md. 


prepared for the year’s biggest 
competition: beating their 
neighbors to discounted door- 
busters. 

But this fall, the local Best 
Buy closed - another casualty of 
Americans’ changing shopping 
habits - and brought the dec- 
ade-long tradition to an end. 
Just as well, McCombs says. 
He’s doing more of his shopping 
online, too. 

“Black Friday has lost its 
luster,” he said. “It’s just anoth- 
er day of sales now that you can 
buy everything online.” 

Shoppers, it seems, are over 
the frenzied, harried, wait-all- 
night-in-the-cold madness of 
Black Friday. Consumers are 
increasingly shunning the shop- 
ping holiday, opting instead to 
spread out purchases over a 
course of weeks or months. For 
the first time, more Americans 
are preparing to shop online this 


SEE BLACK FRIDAY, 13A 
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